Dramatic Significance of a Scene or Excerpt

Every line in a Shakespearean play reveals some form of information about a character, the setting, or plot.  This richness in the dialogue is called dramatic significance.  The dramatic significance of a passage may reveal everything from the personality of the speaker to key moments in the advancement of the plot.  Below are the five categories into which dramatic significance falls:

#1.  Plot:   
-  key points in the plot (exposition, inciting incident, rising 

action, climax, dénouement, conclusion)

· background (antecedent) information

· offstage information (unseen by audience)

· complications
· advancements of the plot (pushes plot forward)
#2.  Setting:  
- time (Elizabethan era – role of women)


- place (geographical location) – forest, Athens, Castle, etc. 

- atmosphere (tone, mood, or emotions related to scene:  



foreboding, gloomy, joyous, tense, sombre, jubilant, 



triumphant)


- socioeconomic status (class system:  courtiers (royalty) vs. 



working class)
#3.  Character:

- personality/nature or changes therein



- relationships or changes therein

- motivations

- states of mind or awareness (psychological?  emotional?  intellectual?)

#4.  Theme:

- motif or recurring concrete images often point to a particular.  




- The conflict or situation may also point to a central theme 

#5.  Special Dramatic Effects

        (engaging the audience):
- dramatic irony, foreshadowing, pathetic fallacy, pathos, comic relief, juxtaposition of scenes, language literary devices (e.g., allusion, paradox, metaphor/simile, personification, oxymoron, etc.)
Thorough analysis of a passage:

For the following excerpt, write a concise, coherent, cohesive paragraph that explains the dramatic significance that Shakespeare reveals through the character’s words.  

Evaluation Breakdown of each paragraph:




2 = Reference to two elements of dramatic significance

1 = Coherence and conciseness of paragraph

1 = Spelling and Grammar



1 = Name the character(s) that is/are speaking, and also, establish the context of 


the excerpt (i.e. what is happening at the moment the lines are spoken)

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Speaker #1
Now, fair Hippolyta, our nuptial hour
Draws on apace; four happy days bring in
Another moon: but, O, methinks, how slow
This old moon wanes! she lingers my desires,
Like to a step-dame or a dowager
Long withering out a young man’s revenue.

Speaker #2

Four days will quickly steep themselves in night;
Four nights will quickly dream away the time;
And then the moon, like to a silver bow
New-bent in heaven, shall behold the night
Of our solemnities.

The above lines are spoken by Hippolyta and Theseus and are said at the very beginning of the play.  The lines are dramatically significant because the reveal aspects of character and they engage the audience.  In terms of character, the lines establish the relationship between Hippolyta and Theseus.  Line one and eleven show that these two characters are engaged to each other.  Moreover, line four suggests that Theseus is an impatient king as he cannot wait another four days until the wedding.  Lastly, this passage foreshadows information, and thus engages the audience.  When Hippolyta says: “shall behold the night / of our solemnities” (10-11), the audience learns that there is a wedding in the near future.  

Other possible topics that could have been discussed:


( Character—dramatic contrast in character (Hippolyta and Theseus)

( Plot—background information (Theseus wooed Hippolyta prior to the commencement of the play

( Engage the audience—poetic qualities (two similes, one in each of the character’s speech)     

